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Late Prehistoric Pastoral Exploitation of Arid Lands in Jordan: New Light from the Black Desert. ;I'EI
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"The original goal was to investigate a tailed tower tomb: 4-5 m diameter mortuary structure in the

middle of a circular courtyard set off by a thick wall of basalt boulders ... "
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"Although we can't demonstrate how many were occupied at any one time, there are very strong
arguments to be made that the incursion of pastoral groups into the eastern badlands of Jordan

was anything but timid and experimental."
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First chronometric results for ‘works of the old men’: late prehistoric ‘wheels’ near Wisad Pools, Black Desert, Jordan.
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These substantial structures represent considerable investment of labor (some slabs weigh a half-ton or more!) 4
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"But sheep and goat bones are very rare"
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"perhaps because there was "free meat" available for the hunting herders, including numerous

birds, which allowed them to maintain their sheep herds as a kind of mobile "capital" or reserve".
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... the abundance of grinding equipment suggests that cultivation of cereals was practiced but on

an opportunistic basis, as conditions permitted...
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:(Grinding, Milling) NNV 2D R
There were few grinding stones at Mesa 4, but milling equipment was abundant in the
structures at Wisad Pools. Grinding slabs and handstones were the most frequent ...
Grinding stones were relatively numerous ...
... the tools were perhaps used more as rollers on flat grinding slabs.
:(Crushing) nprno 90 X

o

In one house we recovered a cache of 3 large pestles, and in another 11 pestles ...

Three huge pestles, a small grinding slab, and a handstone were stashed in a niche ...

All three pestles were battered at both ends, as would be expected, but it is clear from polished areas
on the sides that they were used as rollers and handstones on grinding slabs.

Only one mortar was recovered ... suggesting that the tools were used as rollers on flat grinding slabs.

Curiously, the number of pestles stands starkly apart from the absolute absence of mortars.
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People ground it in the mill, or pounded it in a mortar, and baked it in a pan, and made cakes ...
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